
Growing Hope fosters an equitable and sustainable local food system 
where all people are empowered to grow, sell, buy, prepare, and eat 
nourishing food.

startup food businesses who need a licensed 
kitchen to take their business to the next 
level. The Incubator Kitchen is open 24/7 to 
rent for affordable hourly rates and offers 
commercial-grade equipment as well as cold 
and dry storage. Growing Hope helps kitchen 
renters navigate state and Washtenaw County 
Health Department licensing and permitting, 
understand food safety regulations, and 
facilitates connections to new retail markets.

Located in downtown Ypsilanti at the 
Ypsilanti Farmers MarketPlace, the Growing 
Hope Incubator Kitchen opened in January, 
2019 to provide an accessible space for 

“We were able to take on new 
wholesale accounts and add 
products to our menu each 
week by using the Growing 
Hope Incubator Kitchen.”

Mark and Jenny of Ypsilanti-based Bird Dog Baking utilizing the Growing Hope Incubator Kitchen before the renovation
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Due to the high interest and demand for licensed kitchen space from the local food 
entrepreneur community, we are expanding our kitchen’s capacity by adding a 
new walk-in cooler and freezer, and remodeling former office space to create over 
800 square feet of food prep space that can also be used for culinary classes and 
workshops. 

We are grateful to the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation, Sandy Garges and Jeff Kersten, 
the Nichols Charitable Fund, the PNC Foundation, and Fifth Third Bank, who made the 
2020 remodel of our Incubator Kitchen possible.

The Ypsilanti Farmers Marketplace: A Local Food Hub

The remodel 
creates over 800 

square feet of 
food prep space 
that can also be 
used for culinary 

classes and 
workshops.

Renovating the Growing Hope Incubator Kitchen

Three of our incubator kitchen makers, Bird Dog Bakery, 24th Cheesecakerie, and
HumusFalafil Mediterranean sell their products at the Ypsi Area Online Market that is 
also based at the Ypsilanti Farmers Marketplace. Your weekly purchases through the 
market provide an outlet for our makers and farmers to sell their goods and make 
income throughout the year, and your donations mean we can run a convenient and 
safe local option for Ypsilanti shoppers. 

Darla Bruck of L.P. Stotz Farms 
at the market in 2019

“The online market has been fantastic for our sales. 
We surpassed all of our sales records and out-
performed the standard open air markets where 
we’ve sold, past and present. The online format has 
reached a wider variety of customers, provided a 
safe place for customers to purchase our products, 
and best of all...we come home with an empty 
truck!” - Leslie Stotz of L.P. Stotz Farms  

L.P. Stotz Farm is located in Ida, MI and run by 
brother and sister team, Leslie Stotz and Darla 
Bruck. They are longtime vendors of the Ypsilanti 
Farmers Markets and one of our anchor vendors 
for the Ypsi Area Online Market. You can buy their 
eggs, produce, baked goods, and seedlings at our 
markets throughout the year.



Virtual & In-Person Field 
Trips are Back

Our Teen Leadership Program is still meeting
after school--virtually! With the shift to Zoom
programming, our teens are working on
a community education project. Each month they 
pick a theme related to food justice, lead
workshops on specific topics related to that theme, 
and then distill their ideas into easy-to-digest posts 
for Instagram. In January, our Teen Leaders learned 
about diet culture. They explored the history of 
dieting and how social media influencers promote 
toxic diet culture today. In February, they are 
focusing on food access and highlighting Black food 
justice activists in honor of Black History Month. 
Follow the Growing Hope Teens on Instagram @
growinghope_teens.

A Year-Round Teen Program

Due to the high interest and demand for licensed kitchen space from the local food 
entrepreneur community, we are expanding our kitchen’s capacity by adding a 
new walk-in cooler and freezer, and remodeling former office space to create over 
800 square feet of food prep space that can also be used for culinary classes and 
workshops. 

We are grateful to the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation, Sandy Garges and Jeff Kersten, 
the Nichols Charitable Fund, the PNC Foundation, and Fifth Third Bank, who made the 
2020 remodel of our Incubator Kitchen possible.

The Ypsilanti Farmers Marketplace: A Local Food Hub

Spring Prep on the Farm

Three of our incubator kitchen makers, Bird Dog Bakery, 24th Cheesecakerie, and
HumusFalafil Mediterranean sell their products at the Ypsi Area Online Market that is 
also based at the Ypsilanti Farmers Marketplace. Your weekly purchases through the 
market provide an outlet for our makers and farmers to sell their goods and make 
income throughout the year, and your donations mean we can run a convenient and 
safe local option for Ypsilanti shoppers. 

From February through May, the Growing Hope Urban 
Farm is hosting live virtual field trips. Participants 
log in from the comfort of their home or virtual 
classroom for a special look at what happens on our 
farm. After the tour, we will lead at-home projects 
where students can express their creativity and learn 
gardening and cooking skills.

From April through June, our urban farm and Saturday 
farmers market in Depot Town is open for in-person 
field trips. Participants will join us for an interactive 
exploration of our farm and market and learn about 
food and more through fun skill-building activities.

If you or someone you know is interested in one 
of our field trips, call our office at (734) 786-8401 or 
email our Youth Programs Coordinator, Nia Thomas-
George at Nia@growinghope.net.

An aerial drone photograph of our farm taken by Dave Witham

A family tastes vegetables and herbs on a tour of the 
Growing Hope Urban Farm

As we begin propagating seeds for this growing season, 
we are grateful for the seed donations we have received. 
Food Gatherers (through a donation to them) donated 
33,200 seed packets! These seeds are currently being 
distributed to garden programs in Washtenaw and Wayne 
counties. 

Every winter we start our seeds offsite in temperature 
regulated green houses. This year, the majority will be 
started at Green Things Farm, and the remainder will be 
started at Frog Holler Farm, Raindance Organic Farm, and 
the University of Michigan Campus Farm. The seedlings 
we grow will be used for our programs or given out to 
Ypsilanti-area residents and community gardens. Last year 
we gave out 11,000 seedlings!

A New Partnership
T.C. Collins of Willow Run 
Acres will be growing 
mushrooms in the wooded 
area in the northwest corner 
of our farm. Along with 
partner and fellow mushroom 
enthusiast, Sheldon Smith, he 
plans to grow five different 
mushroom varieties, including 
shiitake, maitake, oyster, 
reishi, and morel mushrooms. 

They plan to offer 
community workshops about 
growing mushrooms and 
demonstrating how to use inoculated mushroom logs. 
Along with the mushrooms, they will be growing different 
varieties of blackberries and raspberries and educating 
about the health benefits of black walnuts.

T.C. and Executive Director, 
Cynthia shake elbows after 

signing the lease for the 
project



For more information about our events or how to get involved, please visit our 
website at growinghope.net or follow us:     growinghope     growingthehopewebsite at growinghope.net or follow us:     growinghope     growingthehope
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WE WELCOME VOLUNTEERS BACK 
TO THE FARM IN MARCH

Volunteer days on the Growing Hope Urban Farm will 
start on Saturday, March 6th. Spaces will be limited and 

safety guidelines will be provided 
before you arrive at the farm. 

Check out our volunteer opportunities at 
growinghope.galaxydigital.com

What’s new at Growing Hope? 
Check out some of our latest additions and upcoming events 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T SU P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Staff Highlight
Erica Bloom

Erica is our Assistant Director and oversees our fundraising 
through grants as well as the strategic direction of all of 

our programs, partnerships and staff development.
Contact her at Erica@growinghope.net.

Community Produce Cart

Keep an eye out for our Community Produce Cart 
as the weather warms up! It will be right in front of 
our offi ce on Michigan Ave. Grab some (free) fresh 

garden produce if you see it outside.


